Wehat's orig on in Southem Baptist lite
Ay? That question is a pezzia 1o most
Baptists. Not understanding the back-
@ruvsd 0T Ing ssoble involvad, some ars
Lerlizead. ofwrs upanl, Some angored
arid sUE Oers are dowmnrigiht disgusied.
What cpuses the urbulence?

“Phave 30 croutes w0 dea! with history,
personaliies and Circumsiancas with which
{ have been personally connectad or have

-petzuonally observed and in gutline form y

o describe what « happenag loday in
Houtherr Saprsgt ffe that brings about the
present saLatun of quesiioning, concaem-
naticn, oribcism and sowdown in Gur for-

Coward movemient.

/

" we couid just get Southem Baptists
in calm down enough {0 think with their
tramns instead of their emolions, we'd be
over 80 percent of our present-day prob-
lem. For exarople, Babe Ruth, who -had
morg home runs than any other man for a
generation, giso struck out mote than any
man in Argtican bassbhall. So whether you
see him as the home-run king or the-sirile-
out king depands on how you lock atém,

"t came across thiz . denominationsl
protiem in 1970, That was nine veass be-
fore i surfaced and becams puliio. | diseo-
vered thet & man whom | Knew quite welt
in a siate on the Eastem Seaboard was an
agsociate editor of 2 magazine publisting

things inat weren't precisely true. 1 calied

hirs and asked for 5 conference and Sport
sgvergl hours in his presence to by and
pick his mind and see how he was thinking.
Among other thinge, he seid, ‘We're going
0 do whatever it takes ip 1ake over the
sta‘e comvantion and the Southern Baptist
Lorvention, and we intend 1o do it as
Guacniy as it can be actomplished,.” -

“First, he steted that he was mad with
e systam by which trustees were slected,
not & Ls 23 an instiuiion. But he atacked
the instistion 10 get at the trustees.

“The second thihg was his determination
o conirol both state conver:..s and the
Souihern Haptist Convention, and he was
ot secretive or anologetic about H, The
third thing was that he entified =oo !
the leaders by name. To show how wail
thay have succeadad, he named four man
to me. One became a parliamentarian al-

. mostimmediately and three others are now

sarving as trustaes on Southorn Raptist
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boards and agenties in fulfiliment of his
stated determinstion. | asked him how he
was going to accemplish his purpose, and
he s8id, ‘We're going o organize the losers

of every alecion and cause of Scuthern -

“He s3id, Winners econ forget but losers
never do. The South s still fighting the Chvil
War. The North forgot thers ever was one.’
He felt it they could idoniity and organize
the losers,. they would have the majority.

“Next, | said, ‘Under what specizl issue
are you goin, to fly a flag?' He said, "We
haven't picked it yet, but when we pick it,
it will be one that no one can give rebuttal
e without hopelessly getting himself ito
canfroversy,’ That was the summary of our
comversation,

"This experience caused me fo watch
the movement closely for 2 period of sev-
eral years as it worked silently, not exaoily
underground: for they wens stating their
purpase and method clearly. Thoy were not
publicizing it ye*, but they were araanizing
ang dentifying the peaple they wanted to
puil together in a very kosely knit coalition
of lnsers of the past in order (o comrol the
agencios through their newly elected trus-
teas. That's the background under which
the controvergy started seven yearg befors
it openly surfaced.

“The first time we see the controversy

surlacing is ot the Southen Baptist Con-
vention in Houston i 1978 where they
accomplishied some of their abjectives. in
Houston thers were vicious public atiacks
upon agencios. cepeciaily the seminaries.
There were attecks on every ex-prasident
o 2 Southem Baptist Comvention. There
was an aftack on Duke MeCall, who had
baen nominated for the convention presi-
dency. They called him an aleohoic aven
though he had served as presidenit of the
Unitad Dry Forces in Kantucky. Criticism
had gotten out of hand. Criticism is the vehi-
cle of change in & democratic process, but
it must be kept under control and it must
be truthiu.

“it was in Houston that two of these
lost causes emergad publicty, One of them
was the argurment aboui the wse of the ward
‘infalfibility’ as # concems the Bible. And
the implication was i you do not us= thr
word infellibility that is prima fagia evider oo
that you dix not believe the Bilde. This was
implied over and aver again and that e~
came the main issve. This means they did
not sxamine and repaort history accuratety, .
for in the 1920's this question arosa when
our firat statement of {aith was baeing de-
veloped.

“Dr. E. Y. Mullina had opposed writing
any denominational doctrine statements of

fatih on the grounds that history has proved
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that if Baptists lormulate a statement of
faith, within the foreseeable future it will be
looked upon as a creed. R wo:  be used
to judge and discipiine others rather than
to merely confess our own faith.

“When they cameto a slatement an the
Bible, Mulling set forth his theological point
of view as the greatest theologian among
Baptists. His position was that the Bible
does not elaim infalfibility for itselfl. Rather,
it stresses our ralationship to it, instead of
what it is. His position was that the Bible
and the Holy Spirit both magnify Jesus.

“Criticism which can be used construc-
tively in a democracy has gotten out of
hand-—\'ve watched it closely. What has
been the result? As we look at ihe con-
troversy, we s that there have been
boycottings of speakers and Booings from
time to fime. Thera is a tragic dissipation.
of our energy in argument. We magaify the
waaknosses of dther persons rather than
their strengths. We send Insiructed mes-
sengers to the Convention when instructad
messengers > aclually delegates and
under Southem Bapligt polity they should
not be seated. - -

“These seminars and rallies have
been sponsored and used very largely 1o
promote a particular cause in the confiict
even when the Peace Committee has re-
quested that they cool it We see an inex-
porienced leadership who do not urder-
stand the background and therefore make
glaring blurders. We see lawsuits. These
ara just sama of the things that have grown
out of the controversy <o caraluliy plannad
and exetuted.”

Sullivan contrasted the present situation
wilh the union in the lata 1700s of Particuiar
Baptists, who amphasized formal worship
and an educated clergy, and Separate Bap-
tsts, who emphasized informality and pra-
millenialism. Particular Baptisis came fromn
England and started congregations such
as First Baptis{ Church, Charleston, S.C.
Separate Bapilists had their beginnings in
Sandy Creek, N.C., under the leadership
of Shubal Stearns.

“These two operated separately, but
they hed maost af the things in common,”
said Sullivan. “They believed in Chnst
They magnified the church. They belisved
in evangelism.

“Gradually, leaders began to see that io-
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gethar thay could build a greater denomina-
tion,” Sullivan said.

“We need to examine in all of this where
Southem Baptists are. On one side are the
ultra-liberals who look on the Bible as littie
more than a Sears and Rosbuck catalog.
Next, you have the liberals who have a
lesser concept than we do about the Bible,
but they believe pans of it and reject others.
Thin you have the conservatives who like

1o take the Bible as it is but recognize that

there are some things in it that are not ta
be taken literally, like 'If your rght hand
oltends you, chop it off.” As far as you can
go to the  ht are the ulta-conservatives.
There you have the Pharisakcal legatists,
extremm teralists and snake handlers.
They'fa the ones who say you have to be
taptized to ba saved. They'rethe ones who
say the wine and bread are the body and
tlood of Chrlst. We dan't go that far.

“We Southern Baptists are all consor-
vatives, except for a few, Terminology is
the problem. What do you call those on
each side of our censervatism? Perhaps
we shoufd call them Leltisis and Rightists.
But unfortunately, we've had about 5 per-
cent to break out of these borders on either
side. | talked at length with a leader of the
present controversy. He says not more
than 5 percent of tha Southerm Baptists dis-
believe the Bible, | agres. But there are a
few.

“The Peace Committee has had a prob-
1em of irying to identify the groups invalved.
They'te both out of bounds. Angd it's 5 per-
cent aither way. So, here we are trying o
operate as a denomination with thesa
dynamic lorces at work, We are people who
befisva in the Bible. Wa are people who
preach it. .

“When you get a controversy going,
tyere's what happens. You have these fwo
@roups within the consacvalive spectrum.
One begins to argue and that side widens.
As they argue the centar diminishes. in-
‘gitutions get caughtin the middig in a nar-
rowing field whare if they say anything. it's
aftacked by the opposita extreme. And
there's our condition in our present Situa-
tion. The thing that is producing the most
of the misunderstanding at this presentmo-

ment is that the present group in charge of
hings apparently has detarmined that no-

‘hady will be elected a trustee of any South--

~uc tion of SBC tu bu.ence

orn Baptist institution wha does not belong
10 this exireme rightist group. The historical
policy of gur Convention has been that we
shoutd have tustess thal represent the
total consesvative group in order that they
can minister o the tolal constituency.
"What's going to bea the outcome? if we
cantinue the argument, we don't get any-
where, We are in a lug of war. We reach
an impasse. We waste our enargy: We
wear each other down and the only result
is exhaustion. We musin’t continue to do

“this.

“Solutions proposed by the Peace
Committee may actually win out. They may
co1  up with a permanent solution. God
help them. | hope they do, Their main con-
tribution thus far has been to fry to quell
the digturbance ang announce the reality
of diversity. If you want 1o kngw who the
extremists are at each and of the SBC
sy rum right how, you identify the ones
who are holding ralies during the tima that
e Peace Committee has asked them not
to. They've refused to coaperate with the
Peace Committes that's trying to quiet the
volcanic emation. The Peace Committee
knows full well that one can whip up emo-
tion beyond a cenain point; human judg-
mant then shuts off. That's what makes a
mob. The Peace Committee is trying to
quist it down, which is the wise stand. if
thay could only take quiet time and under-
stand the problem, § think we can come out
of it.

“One other thing is possible. We canthen
regain our sense of direction which | hope
will bo the answer. The Sunday Schoal
Board doasnt ry to minister to the ox-
tremists who are oul of bounds al each
end. Butinaofar as it can it negds to ministar
to the otality of conservative Baplists.

“it is the lack of one fact that can make
us misynderstand. We need to get to
Southern Baptsits with facts and they will
respond correctly. Then we must follow up
with intensive training and indoctrination in
our history, beliefs, practices and stands.
What we need is to advanice  rward, This
is the right directicn. 1t is not to pull this
way, that way, ar another. Our direction
must be upward, forwand, onward. That's
whare God is, and that's where the future
for Southem Baptsts myst be.”
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